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Meeting Purpose  

• Share progress

• Provide input into KY Cancer Action Plan 

• Identify opportunities to lead 
implementation strategies 



Kentucky 
Comprehensive 
Cancer Control 
Program

CDC Grant 

• Promote use of data and 
surveillance systems for planning, 
assessment, evaluation and 
decision-making

• Partner engagement and 
collaborations with population of 
focus and chronic disease, public 
health, and cancer coalitions

• Monitor progress of KY Cancer 
Action Plan implementation 



Understand 
Cancer 
Survivors’ 
Needs 

Activities 

Review data • KY Cancer Needs Assessment 

• KCR data 

• KY BRFSS data 

• Other data sources 

Relative survival 

Disparities 

Quality of Life Issues 

Risk factors

Listen to cancer 

survivors 

• 2020 State of Cancer Survivor Survey

• COVID-19 Pandemic Survey of 

Kentucky Cancer Survivors and 

Caregivers

• Digital Storytelling 

National and KY cancer 

survivor concerns 

KY Cancer Survivor Stories 

Understand partner 

perspectives  

• KCC Partner Conversations 

• KCP District Cancer Council 

Conversations 

• Patient Navigator Discussions

Partner input 

Disseminate findings • Kentucky Cancer Survivorship Series Provide information to 

KCC partners 



Provide information to KCC Partners about cancer 
survivors’ needs and meeting their needs

Partner Input 
Community education is needed

Understand how the term “cancer survivor” is perceived 

Implement survivorship care throughout the entire journey 

Physician support is essential 

Prioritize quality of life 

Promote survivorship guidelines and coordinated care

Optimize care with patient navigation

KCC Cancer Survivor Series 



Ferrell & Hassey Dow, 1997



Comprehensive Connected 
Cancer Care (C4) Program

Principal Investigators: 

Timothy Mullett, MD, MBA, FACS (Contact PI)

Pamela Hull, PhD

Ming-Yuan Chih, PhD, FAMIA

Funded by Merck Foundation: Alliance for Equity in Cancer Care



Overall Goal: to advance health equity for underserved populations by improving 
timely access to community-focused, patient-centered, high-quality cancer care

Meet CoC standards: 
5.2 Psychosocial Distress Screening
8.1 Addressing Barriers to Care

Related CoC Standards (Supportive Care):
4.5 Palliative Care Services
4.6 Rehabilitation Care Services
4.7 Oncology Nutrition Services



Key Intervention Strategies: C4 Program





Listen to 
Cancer 
Survivors 
Digital Storytelling Project 



Kentucky 
Cancer Action 
Plan 

Based on data and evidence-based 
interventions 

Prioritize health equity 

Focus on policy, system and 
environmental approaches 

Include evaluation measures 

User friendly 



Clear Evidence 
Based 
Interventions  

Communication EBIs 
pair with Policy, System and 
Environmental Changes 

Policy Educate on policy system and environmental approaches

Educate decision makers about economic and insurance barriers 
related to health care for cancer survivors

Public Educate the public that cancer is a chronic disease that people can 
and do survive

Create a societal understanding of the growing cancer survivor 
population and issues surrounding cancer survivorship.

Develop and disseminate public education programs that empower 
survivors to make informed decisions

Cancer 
Survivors 
& 
Caregivers 

Provide information to cancer survivors, health care providers and 
the public about cancer survivorship and meeting their needs

Educate survivors to their stage of survivorship during and 
immediately upon ending treatment

Teach survivors how to access and evaluate available information 



Clear Evidence 
Based 
Interventions  

EBIs with Policy, System and 
Environmental Approaches

• Develop policies that establish an environment conducive to 
program implementation and support addressing cancer as a long-
term, chronic disease. 

Policies 

• Provide continuing education on cancer survivorship issues from 
diagnosis through long-term treatment effects and end-of-life care 
to support system level changes 

• Establish and/or disseminate guidelines that support quality and 
timely referrals to internal and external services for cancer survivors 
and caregivers

• Integrate survivorship care in electronic health records

• Establish integrated multidisciplinary teams that include a focus on 
quality life

• Establish patient navigation programs that facilitate optimum care 

Health System Changes 

Increase access to clinical trials for cancer survivors 

Fund and support community coalitions to identify 
and coordinate quality of life services 



Kentucky Cancer 
Consortium 

Contact us:

Elaine.Russell@uky.edu

Director 

Amanda.Beckett@uky.edu

Coalition Coordinator 
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