
NO ONE 
DESERVES 
TO DIE.

National Framework for Excellence in 

Lung Cancer Screening and Continuum of Care.

RIGHTS AND EXPECTATIONS

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 

THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE

Lung cancer kills more Americans than the next four leading 
cancers combined, including breast and prostate cancers. 
Low dose CT screening for lung cancer carried out safely, 
HI¿FLHQWO\�DQG�HTXLWDEO\�ZLOO�VDYH�WHQV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�OLYHV�
D�\HDU��'UDZLQJ�RQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DFTXLUHG�IURP�RWKHU�

VFUHHQLQJ�KLVWRULHV�DQG�IURP�WKH�UHFHQW�YDOLGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�&7�VFUHHQLQJ�LQ�D�KLJK�ULVN�SRSXODWLRQ��LW�
LV�FOHDU�WKDW�DFKLHYLQJ�WKLV�JRDO�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�D�ZHOO�LQIRUPHG�
public and the commitment of medical professionals,  
researchers and industry to institute best practices.

You have the right to know if you are at risk for lung cancer.

You have the right to know that well organized low dose CT screening has been shown 
[V�ZPNUPÄJHU[S`�YLK\JL�[OL�WVZZPIPSP[`�VM�K`PUN�MYVT�S\UN�JHUJLY�

You have the right�[V�JSLHY�HUK�\UIPHZLK�PUMVYTH[PVU�VU�[OL�YPZRZ�HUK�ILULÄ[Z�VM�*;�ZJYLLUPUN�

You have the right�[V�MHPY�HUK�LX\P[HISL�HJJLZZ�[V�TLKPJHSS`�HWWYVWYPH[L�*;�ZJYLLUPUN�

You have the right�[V�[PTLS`�HUK�JVTWHZZPVUH[L�JHYL�PM�`V\�HYL�KPHNUVZLK�^P[O�S\UN�JHUJLY�

You have the right�[V�KVUH[L�`V\Y�ZJHUZ�HUK�IPVSVNPJHS�ZWLJPTLUZ�[V�S\UN�JHUJLY�YLZLHYJO�
[V�OLSW�ÄUK�HKKP[PVUHS�SPML�ZH]PUN�J\YLZ�

You have the right�[V�HZR�ZJYLLUPUN�ZP[LZ�PM�[OL`�MVSSV^�[OL�.\PKPUN�7YPUJPWSLZ�MVY�
3\UN�*HUJLY�:JYLLUPUN�,_JLSSLUJL�HUK�WYV]PKL�JHYL�PU�H�T\S[P�KPZJPWSPUHY`�JVU[PU\\T�

lungcanceralliance.org



 will provide�FOHDU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��EDVHG�RQ�FXUUHQW�HYLGHQFH��RQ�ZKR�LV�D�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�OXQJ�FDQFHU�VFUHHQLQJ�DQG�WKH��
� ULVNV�DQG�EHQH¿WV�RI�WKH�VFUHHQLQJ�SURFHVV�LQ�ODQJXDJH�DSSURSULDWH�WR�WKH�FDQGLGDWH��

 must comply�ZLWK�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VWDQGDUGV�EDVHG�RQ�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�IRU�FRQWUROOLQJ�VFUHHQLQJ�TXDOLW\��UDGLDWLRQ�
� GRVH�DQG�GLDJQRVWLF�SURFHGXUHV�VXFK�DV�WKRVH�GHYHORSHG�E\�WKH�International Early Lung Cancer Action Program 

 and the National Comprehensive Cancer Network.

 works with�D�PXOWL�GLVFLSOLQDU\�FOLQLFDO�WHDP�WR�FDUU\�RXW�D�FRRUGLQDWHG�FRQWLQXXP�RI�FDUH�IRU�VFUHHQLQJ��GLDJQRVLV��
 and disease management based on best practices which include:

� � ([SHULHQFHG�UDGLRORJLVWV��SDWKRORJLVWV�DQG�SXOPRQRORJLVWV�WR�HYDOXDWH�WKH�LPDJHV�DQG�VSHFLPHQV�
� � REWDLQHG�LQ�VFUHHQLQJ�DQG�WUHDWPHQW�ZRUN�XSV��

� � �7UDLQHG�WKRUDFLF�VXUJHRQV�ZLWK�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�PLQLPDOO\�LQYDVLYH�WHFKQLTXHV�ZKR�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�
� � DQQXDO�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�VXUJLFDO�RXWFRPHV�

� � �2QFRORJLVWV�DQG�UDGLDWLRQ�RQFRORJLVWV�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�WKH�FDUH�RI�SDWLHQWV�ZLWK�OXQJ�FDQFHU�
 
  Nurses and support staff who will assist patients with coordination of their care within the continuum.

 will include�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VPRNLQJ�FHVVDWLRQ�SURJUDP�LQ�LWV�VFUHHQLQJ�DQG�FRQWLQXXP�RI�FDUH�SURJUDP�EDVHG�
� RQ�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�HYLGHQFH�
 
 will report results expeditiously to those screened  and the referring physician, and will transmit copies of all 
� UHSRUWV�DQG�VFDQV�LQ�D�WLPHO\�PDQQHU�LI�UHTXHVWHG�IRU�D�VHFRQG�RSLQLRQ�RU�WUDQVIHU�RI�FDUH��

 will provide WKRVH�VFUHHQHG�ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�WKH\�FDQ�GRQDWH�LPDJHV�DQG�ELRVSHFLPHQV�WR�DGYDQFH�
� UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�SUHYHQWLRQ��GLDJQRVLV�DQG�WUHDWPHQW�RI�DOO�W\SHV�RI�OXQJ�FDQFHU�
 
 will participate�LQ�RXWFRPH�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXUWKHU�UH¿QH�ULVN�HYDOXDWLRQ��VFUHHQLQJ�DQG�
 diagnostic protocols. 

What should a screening candidate expect from a screening facility and their 

multi-disciplinary clinical screening team?

A FACILITY OF 
SCREENING EXCELLENCE:

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR LUNG CANCER SCREENING EXCELLENCE

http://www.ielcap.org
http://www.nccn.org


AN EXAMPLE OF A CONTINUUM OF CARE FLOWCHART 

The Continuum of Care is a roadmap to guide patients and 
medical professionals through the complex process of 
screening.  This structure is based on best practices de�
VLJQHG�E\�:LOOLDP�5��0D\¿HOG�0�'���&KLHI�6XUJLFDO�2I¿FHU�

IRU�:HOO6WDU�+HDOWK�6\VWHPV��FXUUHQW�PHPEHU�RI�7KH�6RFLHW\�
RI�7KRUDFLF�6XUJHRQV��%RDUG�&HUWL¿HG�LQ�&DUGLRYDVFXODU�
DQG�7KRUDFLF�VXUJHU\��DQG�KLV�DVVRFLDWHV�$W�:HOO6WDU�+HDOWK�
6\VWHP�LQ������

THE PATIENT EXPERIENCE

Multi-Disciplinary 

Lung Cancer Clinic

Clinical Trials

American College of Surgeons 

Community Cancer Program

Nurse Navigation
Community Outreach:

Lung Cancer Screening1

Smoking Cessation

Survivorship

Program

Pulmonary Medicine2

Thoracic Surgery3

Medical Oncology4

Radiation Oncology5

Pathology6

Radiology6

1. Lung cancer screening consistent with Level 1A data and NCCN and IELCAP guidelines. 

 Access for lower socio-economic strata.  

2. Pulmonary medicine with bronchoscopy, image guided biopsy (SuperD), EBUS services.

3. Thoracic surgery with expertise in VATS procedures and VATS lobectomy with complete staging through

 lymphadenectomy, subscribing to the STS General Thoracic Surgery Database.

4. Medical oncologic treatment consistent with NCCN guidelines and with access to clinical trials for all stages. 

5. Radiation oncology with state of the art technology and CyberKnife therapy. 

��� 3DWKRORJ\�ZLWK�VSHFL¿F�SXOPRQDU\�H[SHUWLVH�DQG�DFFHVV�WR�JHQRPLF�WLVVXH�SUR¿OLQJ��

For details, click here

:HOO6WDU�0RGHO�IRU�&RQWLQXXP�RI�&DUH�IRU�/XQJ�&DQFHU

http://www.screenforlungcancer.org/national-framework/WellstarCOC.pdf


LUNG CANCER ALLIANCE
COMMITS TO 
THE FOLLOWING: WE WILL

 convene�WKH�/XQJ�&DQFHU�6FUHHQLQJ�([FHOOHQFH�)RUXP�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�PHFKDQLVP�IRU�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�DQG�
� IRU�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�TXDOLW\�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQWR�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�VFUHHQLQJ�DQG�WKH�FRQWLQXXP�RI�FDUH�

 continue to provide�UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�WLPHO\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�OXQJ�VFUHHQLQJ�DQG�UHVHDUFK�DGYDQFHPHQWV�WR�
 the public.

 continue to inform�WKH�SXEOLF�RI�WKRVH�VLWHV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�SURYLGLQJ�OXQJ�FDQFHU�VFUHHQLQJ�ZLWKLQ�D�
 continuum of care following best practices.

 continue to work�FROODERUDWLYHO\�ZLWK�WKH�PHGLFDO�FRPPXQLW\�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�SDWLHQW�SHUVSHFWLYH��

 continue to support research in imaging, targeted therapies and the molecular signatures of precancerous 
� FHOOXODU�HQYLURQPHQWV��ULVN�DQG�PDOLJQDQF\�IRU�DOO�W\SHV�RI�OXQJ�FDQFHUV�

 continue to work with all stakeholders to support measures to reduce tobacco exposure in our society as 
 well as to collaborate with partners to address issues contributing to the stigmatization of lung cancer and work 
� WR�UHGXFH�GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�WKH�GHOLYHU\�RI�TXDOLW\�OXQJ�FDQFHU�VFUHHQLQJ�VHUYLFHV��

Lung Cancer Alliance
������WK�6W��1:
6WH����
:DVKLQJWRQ��'&������

$GYDQFHV�LQ�LPDJLQJ�DQG�ELRPHGLFDO�UHVHDUFK�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�
WR�HYROYH�UDSLGO\��7KH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�&7�VFUHHQLQJ�LQWR�WKH�
KHDOWKFDUH�V\VWHP�SUHVHQWV�D�XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GHYHORS�
a concurrent mechanism for collecting data and specimens to 

DFFHOHUDWH�WKDW�UHVHDUFK�DQG�IRU�LQWURGXFLQJ�UH¿QHPHQWV�LQWR�
WKH�VFUHHQLQJ�SURFHVV�DV�LPDJLQJ�DQG�ELRPHGLFDO�DGYDQFHV�
RFFXU�DQG�DUH�YDOLGDWHG��

 FORUM

/&$�JUDWHIXOO\�DFNQRZOHGJHV�:LOOLDP�5��0D\¿HOG�0�'���&KLHI�6XUJLFDO�2I¿FHU�IRU�:HOO6WDU�+HDOWK�6\VWHPV��FXUUHQW�
PHPEHU�RI�7KH�6RFLHW\�RI�7KRUDFLF�6XUJHRQV��%RDUG�&HUWL¿HG�LQ�&DUGLRYDVFXODU�DQG�7KRUDFLF�VXUJHU\��-DPHV�
0XOVKLQH��0'��$VVRFLDWH�3URYRVW�IRU�5HVHDUFK�DW�5XVK�0HGLFDO�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�)UHGHULF�*UDQQLV�-U���0'��3UHVLGHQW�
RI�&LW\�RI�+RSH�0HGLFDO�6WDII�


