
KCC Connect
  A newsletter of the Kentucky Cancer Consortium                                                                     

The Kentucky Cancer Consortium 
(KCC) is a collaboration of community-
minded organizations, agencies, health 
professionals, and concerned citizens 
coming together to reduce the burden 
of cancer in Kentucky. The Consortium 
coordinates the development and 
implementation of the Cancer Action 
Plan, the guiding document for cancer 
prevention and control in Kentucky. 

The KCC provides leadership by 
overseeing a coordinated and integrated 
process for comprehensive cancer 
control planning, implementation and 
evaluation in Kentucky.

KCC Chair: 
Daniel Kenady, MD
Phone: (859) 323-6346 
dekena0@email.uky.edu

KCC Program Director:  
Jennifer Redmond, MPH
Phone: (859) 219-0772, ext. 252
jredmond@KyCancerC.org

KCC Program Coordinator:  
Katie Bathje, MA, LPCC  
Phone (859) 219-0772, ext. 275
kbathje@KyCancerC.org

Kentucky Cancer Consortium, 2365 Harrodsburg Road, Suite B100, Lexington, KY 40504  •   Phone: (859) 219-0772

 www.KyCancerC.org

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S NOTE

CONFERENCES & TRAININGS 
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Cancer Health Disparities Summit
July 16-18, 2007, Bethesda, MD
The Summt will highlight successful strategies and provide opportunities 
to share accomplishments and challenges in collaborations and partner-
ships, communications and bioinformatics, community engagement, 
managing and sustaining programs, and training and education. Sponsored 
by the National Cancer Institute, the National Center on Minority Health 
and Health Disparities, and the National Center for Research Resources. 
http://cancermeetings.org/CHDSummit07/ 

CDC Cancer Conference:  Meeting Future Challenges
August 13 – 16, 2007, Atlanta, GA
This biennial conference will include presentations and discussions on key 
cancer prevention and early detection issues. Themes will include “Build-
ing Partnerships” (Aug.14), “Workforce Development and Policy” 
(Aug. 15), and “Emerging Technologies” (Aug.16). Register at 
http://www.cdccancerconference.net/registrationForm.cfm 

Wow!  We had such a great First Annual Kentucky Cancer Consortium 
(KCC) Summit at Lake Cumberland State Resort Park on May 8-9, 
2007. Many thanks to all who participated and helped make this event 

a great success!  For more summit information and handouts, please visit our Web 
site at: http://www.kycancerc.org/summit.htm.     

After attending the Comprehensive Cancer Control Leadership Institute in Los 
Angeles recently, along with 15 of my Kentucky cancer prevention and control 
colleagues, I am more encouraged than ever about the value of collaboration and 
synergy in working to reduce Kentucky’s cancer burden.  

Also, I recently learned that the Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation has 
selected Kentucky as a 2008 Dialogue for Action for Colorectal Cancer State! 
This will serve as our second annual KCC Summit in spring 2008.

Enjoy this edition of KCC Connect!
 — Jennifer Redmond, KCC Program Director
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CancerCare Teleconferences
June 21, 2007: Breast Cancer Update from the 
2007 American Society of Clinical Oncology 
(ASCO) Annual Meeting. 

June 26, 2007: Medical Update on Head and 
Neck Cancer from the ASCO Annual Meeting. 

June 28, 2007: Living with Colorectal Cancer 
Part II: Update on Colorectal Cancer from the 
ASCO Annual Meeting. 

June 29, 2007: Living with Advanced Prostate 
Cancer: Update from the ASCO Annual Meet-
ing. 

July 25, 2007: Colorectal Cancer: Report from 
the ASCO Annual Meeting. 

July 26, 2007: Medical Update on Lung Cancer: 
Update from the ASCO Annual Meeting. 

Register at http://www.cancercare.org/get_help/
tew_signup.php 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
Teleconferences

June 26, 2007: Current Progress in CLL Thera-
py and Clinical Trials. Register at  
http://www.rmei.com/llscll. 
 
June 28, 2007: The Latest on CML: An Update 
from the American Society of Clinical Oncology 
(ASCO) Annual Meeting.  Register at  
http://www.rmei.com/EI2528/ 
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
Lexington Foundation
Applications are still being accepted for grants that 
address cancer research, patient care and education. 
Deadline is June 30. Form and instructions are at 
http://www.lexfoundation.net  For more informa-
tion, call Kristi Martin at (859) 388-2620.

Feasibility Project Program in Agricultural 
Health and Safety 
Research projects within a broad deýnition of occu-
pational health and injury topics in agriculture (i.e., 
farming, forestry and ýshing) are welcome. Projects 
may focus on exploring or developing new research 
methods, data linkages, evaluation methods, survey 
instruments, and laboratory methods. The Southeast 
Center places special emphasis on transdisciplinary 
projects and the translation of research to practice. 
Deadline is July 15.  
http://www.ukcph.org/Default.aspx?tabid=503 

American Head and Neck Society Offers 
Community Service Grant 
This $1,000 grant will support a project related to 
oral, head and neck cancer in a community set-
ting. An application letter should include a detailed 
description of the project, the targeted population, 
the methods, expected outcome, estimated cost, and 
other available funding. Deadline is Sept.14. Submit 
a one- or two-page application to:

Aaron Goodman
American Head and Neck Society

11300 W. Olympic Boulevard, Suite 600
Los Angeles, CA  90064

E-mail: aaron@AHNS.info
Telephone: 310-437-0559

Fax: 310-437-0585

For more information, go to http://www.ahns.info. Want your activities included in the next 
issue of KCC Connect? Contact KCC 

Program Coordinator Katie Bathje at  
kbathje@KyCancerC.org.
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NEWS YOU CAN USE

continued on page 4

Cervical Cancer 
The May 2007 issue of the Journal of the Kentucky 
Medical Association has several cervical cancer-re-
lated articles. To obtain a copy, call (502) 426-6200 
or send an e-mail to heckel@kyma.org or proctor@
kyma.org.

Colorectal Cancer
In the new Screen for Life: National Colorectal 
Cancer Action Campaign television and radio PSAs, 
Emmy-award-winning actor Jimmy Smits explains 
why colorectal cancer screening is important. The 
ads were created by CDC in partnership with the 
National Colorectal Cancer Research Alliance (NC-
CRA), a program of the Entertainment Industry 
Foundation. The PSAs are available in English and 
Spanish. To download posters and print materials, go 
to http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal/sfl/
print_materials.htm. 
 
To download video and audio PSAs, go to  
http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal/sfl/psa.htm 

Disparities
Prostate Cancer Mortality in African Americans:  
Research has found that African Americans were 
more aware than white men of their prostate cancer 
risk and the responsibility to get screened. Yet they 
were less able to access good medical care because 
of less convenient health care settings, less public 
and private insurance coverage, less þexible work 
circumstances, and distrust of their physicians.  
http://www.cancer.gov/ncicancerbulletin/
NCI_Cancer_Bulletin_032007/page4 

Health Care
Kentucky ranks 45th overall among the states for 
overall health system performance. Health care ac-
cess, quality, cost and efýciency vary widely across 
the United States. If annual per-person costs for 
Medicare in higher-cost states came down to me-
dian rates or those achieved in the lowest quartile 

of states, the nation could save $22 - $38 billion per 
year.  Download the entire report at  
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/usr_doc/
StateScorecard.pdf?section=4039 

Insurance
Employer Health Coverage Growing Fast in Ken-
tucky: The Kaiser Family Foundation released data 
ranking Kentucky No.1 in the nation in the growth 
of employer health insurance and fourth in the drop 
in the number of uninsured people. From 2004 to 
2005, Kentucky had a 3.4 percent increase in em-
ployers offering insurance to their employees.  
http://statehealthfacts.org/cgi-bin/healthfacts.cgi 

Private Insurance May Help in Earlier Cancer De-
tection: Uninsured Americans, or those with certain 
types of public health insurance, are more likely to 
have oral or breast cancer diagnosed at an advanced 
stage, compared to people with private insurance. 
That’s the conclusion of two studies to be published 
in the July 15 issue of the journal CANCER. The 
studies were conducted by American Cancer Society 
researchers who analyzed data from a nationwide 
cancer database.  
http://www.healthday.com/Article.asp?AID= 
605453 

Legislation
HPV Vaccine debate: The debate related to the HPV 
vaccine is mostly related to school vaccine require-
ments. One major concern is ýnancing: If states 
make the vaccine mandatory, they must also address 
funding issues, including Medicaid and SCHIP 
coverage, youth who are uninsured, and whether to 
require coverage by insurance plans.  
http://www.ncsl.org/programs/health/
HPVvaccine.htm.

Elements of State Health Reform: Prevention and 
Wellness as Covered Beneýts. This webcast, present-
ed by the Kaiser Family Foundation and the National 
Governors Association Center for Best Practices, 
featured a panel of health policy experts including 
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Mark Birdwhistell, Secretary for the Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services, Kentucky. The panel 
explored state initiatives to incorporate prevention 
and wellness beneýts into coverage programs. Watch 
the webcast online, listen to it as a podcast, or down-
load a printed transcript at  
http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/hcast_
index.cfm?display=detail&hc=2123 

Liver Cancer 
A new drug looks poised to become the ýrst effec-
tive treatment for liver cancer, a common and deadly 
cancer whose incidence has been rising in the United 
States. In a large clinical trial, the drug Nexavar ex-
tended the lives of patients by almost three months, 
or 44 percent. While that is far from a cure, experts 
say it represents a breakthrough after years of efforts 
to ýnd a drug that works. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/04/health/
04liver.html?ex=1181966400&en=
fbbe085a0f8dc72f&ei=5070 

Lung Cancer
Signiýcant Treatment Beneýt Found for Small Cell 
Lung Cancer (SCLC): In a Phase III clinical trial,  
prophylactic cranial irradiation (PCI) reduced the 
risk of symptomatic brain metastases and resulted 
in signiýcant survival improvement at one year. The 
study involved patients with extensive SCLC who 
had responded to chemotherapy.  
http://www.cancer.gov/ncicancerbulletin/NCI_
Cancer_Bulletin_061207.pdf 

Ovarian
Symptoms for Ovarian Cancer: Cancer experts have 
identiýed health problems that may be symptoms of 
ovarian cancer. The new recommendations may lead 
to earlier diagnosis resulting in increased survival.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/13/health/
13cancer.html?_r&ref=health&oref+slogin 
For information related to a nonproýt organization 
for ovarian cancer (OAK) in Kentucky, go to  
http://www.ovarianawarenessofky.org/default.
aspx 

Patient Services
Cancer patients can stay for free at Hope Lodge 
while receiving treatment in Lexington, thanks to 
the American Cancer Society. Nearly $6 million 
from individuals, foundations and groups has been 
donated to complete the 32-suite lodge in Lexing-
ton. The lodge is open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. The Lexington facility is the American Cancer 
Society’s 22nd in the United States. 

Patient Advocate Foundation (PAF) is a national 
non-proýt organization that serves as a liaison 
between patients and their insurers, employers, 
and/or creditors to resolve insurance, job retention 
and/or debt crisis matters relative to their diagnosis. 
The Foundation offers mediation to assure patients’ 
access to care, employment security, and ýnancial 
stability. Free case management services, educa-
tional materials, and live-chat options are available. 
http://www.patientadvocate.org/index.php 

Prostate 
Studies show Lycopene is not protective against 
prostate cancer:  After controlling for other vari-
ables, scientists in a study involving 28,243 men 
found no link between prostate cancer and blood 
concentrations of lycopene or other carotenoids. 
They did ýnd that men with the highest blood levels 
of beta carotene were somewhat more likely to 
suffer from aggressive disease than those with the 
lowest concentrations.  
http://cebp.aacrjournals.org/cgi/content/ 
abstract/16/5/962 

Seniors
A new resource, Cancer in Older Adults, is now 
available through the American Society for Clinical 
Oncologyôs (ASCO) afýliate group, People Living 
With Cancer. The information is adapted from the 
ASCO curriculum for health care professionals who 
treat people with cancer. Topics include manag-

continued on page 5
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ing care, treatment, co-existing conditions, health 
assessment, clinical trials, and patient information 
resources. Downlaod the easy-to-read adaptation at 
http://www.plwc.org/PLWC/Coping/
Age-Related%20Learning/Cancer%20in%
20Older%20Adults/Cancer_in_Older_Adults.
pdf.
 
You may also order multiple free copies by calling 
703-519-2927, or e-mailing contactus@plwc.org.

The 2007 Senior Games will take place in Louis-
ville, Ky, June 22 - July 7. The biennial event is ex-
pected to draw 20,000 spectators and nearly 12,000 
athletes ages 50 and older who will compete in more 
than 800 events. The Senior Olympics is owned and 
governed by the National Senior Games Association 
(NSGA) and presented by Humana. NSGA is a non-
proýt member of the United States Olympic Com-
mittee. http://www.2007seniorgames.com/ 

Skin Cancer
Darker Skin and Skin Cancer:  Although darker-
skinned people face a lower risk of skin cancer, they 
are more likely to develop more aggressive forms 
of the disease and more likely to die from it. Dark 
skin has higher amounts of melanin that can ýlter 
as much as twice the amount of ultraviolet radiation 
as paler skin. But that protection still falls short of 
recommended levels for SPF 15 or more.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/15/health/
15real.html?ex=1181966400&en=
59b042d080f6e7c8&ei=5070 

Minorities More Likely than Whites to Report Sun-
burns:  Blacks and Hispanics were more likely than 
non-Hispanic whites to report having had a sunburn.  
Sunburn prevalence was 35.6% among non-Hispanic 
whites; 45.6% among Hispanics; and 50.45% among 
non-Hispanic blacks.  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/
mm5621a2.htm 

Sunless Tanners ð A Safe Alternative? Research 
has shown that young women who used bronzing 

lotions were more likely to have been sunburned and 
to have visited tanning parlors compared with those 
who did not use the lotions.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/03/fashion/
03skin.html?ex=1181966400&en=
08ac1bbd3d97ff8b&ei=5070 

Survivorship
ASCO (American Society for Clinical Oncology):  
Free “People Living With Cancer” materials are 
available to oncologists, oncology nurses, social 
workers, patient advocates and others. Order at  
http://www.plwc.org/materials  

The American Cancer Society has developed a series 
of classes called “I Can Cope” for people facing 
cancer — either personally or as a friend or family 
caregiver. The classes present answers to questions 
on such cancer-related topics as diagnosis, pain 
management, community resources, and cancer and 
intimacy. The program is available through commu-
nity classes or online. Learn more at 
http://www.cancer.org/docroot/COM/com_0.asp. 
To take an online class, go to 
http://www.cancer.org/docroot/ESN/content/
ESN_3_1X_I_Can_Cope_Online.asp 

Tobacco Control
Institute of Medicine Report: Role of States and 
Localities in Reducing Tobacco Use: The report 

KCC Member Spotlight
Norton Outreach Effort: 
Norton Healthcare provides screenings for 
breast, colon, prostate and cervical cancer 
at four Louisville community centers and 
hopes to add two more sites this summer. 
http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/
pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070527/BUSI-
NESS/705270441

continued on page 6
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reviews effective prevention and treatment interven-
tions, and considers a set of new tobacco control 
policies for adoption by federal and state govern-
ments. It also reviews the addictive properties of 
nicotine, factors that make quitting so difýcult, and 
recent trends in tobacco use. In addition, it provides 
an overview of the development of governmental 
and nongovernmental tobacco control efforts.  
http://www.iom.edu/CMS/3793/20076/43179.aspx 

Wellness
The Get Healthy Kentucky program provides reliable 
information about physical activity, nutrition, and 
tobacco cessation, as well as tools to improve health. 
To learn about activities in your area, visit
http://www.gethealthy.ky.gov/splash/
eventsbycounty.htm

Vitamin D and Cancer: Large doses of vitamin D 
may reduce the risk of cancer, according to a recent 
four-year U.S. study involving nearly 1,200 women 
over age 55 in rural Nebraska. The study found 
that women who took calcium and a large dose of 
vitamin D had a 60 percent lower incidence of all 
cancers than women not taking the vitamin. The 
dose taken was almost three times the U.S. govern-
ment’s recommended daily intake for middle-aged 
adults. Conducted by researchers at the Creighton 
University School of Medicine in Omaha, the study 
was published in the American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/scienceNews/
idUSN0834771820070608 

IN THE MEDIA
Surgeon General Nominee Is From Kentucky:
President Bush has nominated Dr. James Holsinger, 
a University of Kentucky medical professor and 
former university and state administrator, for the 
national post of Surgeon General. 
http://www.kentucky.com/211/story/79500.html 

Colon Cancer Death Rate Could be Cut in Half:  
Increased screening has helped to decrease rates of 
colon cancer by about 2 percent annually in recent 

years. However, fewer than half the people who 
should be screened are screened. If everyone com-
plied with screening recommendations the colon 
cancer death rate could probably be halved. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/01/health/
01cancer.html?ex=1181966400&en=
86830e6ba73f20b0&ei=5070 

Cancer Care and Survivorship: Cancer treatment 
and research are expanding to incorporate long-term 
post-treatment care. With the number of U.S. survi-
vors at 10 million, cancer is now being treated as a 
chronic disease. 
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.
html?sec=health&res=
9406E0DE1F31F931A15756C0A9619C8B63

DID YOU KNOW ...
The American Cancer Society’s 2007 Cancer Pre-
vention and Early Detection Facts and Figures is 
available at 
http://www.cancer.org/downloads/STT/
CPED2007PWSecuredCPED.pdf 

There are now 14 Kentucky cities and/or counties 
with smoke-free community-wide ordinances and 
regulations. 
http://www.mc.uky.edu/tobaccopolicy/
Ordinances/Smoke-freeOrdinances.HTM 
 
Uninsured adults are twice as likely as insured adults 
to say that they or a family member cut pills, did not 
ýll a prescription, or skipped medical treatment in 
the past year because of cost. 
http://www.kff.org/rxdrugs/upload/3057_06.pdf 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
projects U.S. prescription drug spending will in-
crease from $200.7 billion in 2005 to $497.5 billion 
in 2016. This represents a 148% increase in 11 years. 
http://www.kff.org/rxdrugs/upload/3057_06.pdf 

Visits to oncologists are projected to increase by 48 
percent by 2020 while the number of oncologists is 
expected to grow by only 14 percent. 

continued on page 7
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http://www.cancer.gov/NCICancerBulletin/NCI_
Cancer_Bulletin_032007 

Some 24.5 percent of male high school students in 
Kentucky use smokeless or spit tobacco. 
http://tobaccofreekids.org/reports/settlements/
tollprint.php?StateID=KY 

In Kentucky, smoking is the direct cause of $1.5 bil-
lion in annual health care costs. 
http://tobaccofreekids.org/reports/settlements/
tollprint.php?StateID=KY

IN YOUR COMMUNITY
Highlight your wellness and prevention programs 
and be a host for the Medicare tour bus! The Ken-
tucky Hospital Association (KHA) would like to 
identify several hospitals or community partners that 
will have prevention and wellness programs under-
way July 16-August 2, when the Medicare tour bus 
will be in our region.The tour is designed to spread 
the word about screening and preventative programs 
that Medicare covers.  
 
Programs may focus on screening mammography, 
screening Pap test and pelvic exam, screenings for 
colorectal cancer, prostate cancer, cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes and glaucoma, bone mass mea-
surement, diabetes self-management, supplies, and 
services, medical nutrition therapy, and smoking 
cessation.

For more informaton, contact Pam Mullaney at 
(502) 426-6220 or 1-800-945-4542 or 
pmullaney@kyha.com).
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